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Conflans, their commander, was assailed in October 1758 by
a force of 2500 men from Bengal under Forde. The.latter
though inferior in numbers defeated his adversary in a skilfully
conducted engagement at Condore, capturing all his guns,
chased him hot foot from his province, and shut him up within
the walls of Masulipatam, which was at once invested. Here
news reached Forde that a large army under Salabat Jung was
advancing to. Conflans5 relief, and that a French corps had also
appeared in his rear. His position, thus taken between three
fires, was critical in the extreme ; but he escaped from it as
only a great commander would have dared to do, namely, by
storming the strong fortress before which he stood and com-
pelling its instant surrender and that of its garrison. The
political results of this achievement equalled the military, for
Salabat Jung, thunderstruck with its dramatic complete-
ness, made haste to conclude an agreement with the British,
which put an end once for all to French influence in the
Deccan.
In the Carnatic, during the remainder of 1759, operations
languished. Brereton, the British commander, who took the
place of Lawrence, sent home sick, and later Eyre Coote, who
arrived with reinforcements from England, succeeded in
recovering a considerable part of the territory overrun by the
French in the previous year, and a diversion undertaken by the
latter against Trichinopoly failed of effect. Meanwhile in
Bengal there had occurred an incident which at one time
threatened to assume serious proportions ; the Dutch East
India Company, without, and indeed contrary to, the orders of
their home Government, fitted out an armament, landed at the
mouth of the Ganges and picked a quarrel with the British.
These new enemies were completely defeated and destroyed by
Forde in two engagements at Chinsura and Badara ; the Dutch
company sued for peace on British terms, which Clive took care
to make such as to exclude the possibility of future trouble from
that quarter.
By the opening of 1760 Lally was once more ready for the
field, and with a force of some 5000 men marched north from
Pondicherry to open the siege of Wandewash, which had fallen
into British hands the year before. Here there took place on
January 22 a battle with Coote's army, approximately equal in
strength, which, as an unusually far-sighted eye-witness put it,
" gave us India ". Lally was already outmanoeuvred and his
army outfought before an unlucky accident, the blowing up
of an ammunition wagon, threw his men into disorder and
decided the day. The French fell back to make their prepara-
tions for a last stand, at Pondicherry, but it was three months